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Students come together to “do work” for BIG Event this spring
Connor Johnson
The Dakota Student
Over 900 students from the
University of North Dakota
participated in a day of community service on Saturday,
April 29.

The day, known as the BIG
Event, started at 9:30 a.m. at
the Wellness Center and went
on until 2 p.m. Volunteers received free T-shirts, food and
the satisfaction of cleaning up
the Grand Forks area.
“I think it really benefits
the community,” said Stepha-

nie Frey, co-president of the
BIG Event, “and it’s just a great
way to give back to them.”
Frey, a communication sciences and disorders senior
from Bemidji, was one of the
student leaders along with her
roommate Molly Vail, a biology senior from Elk River. Both

seniors were on the committee
for two years, but this was the
first time they were in command.
“It’s challenging, but it’s a
lot of fun,” said Frey. “It has its
rewards.”
A total of 902 students were
registered for the BIG Event,

continues on page 2

Financial
Wellness
closing
this year
Diane Newberry
The Dakota Student

The Financial Wellness Center, created in 2013 to provide
free ﬁnancial counseling and education to students, will be closing permanently on May 31.
The news came suddenly for
Shaﬁq Khan, who was hired as
coordinator of the center in December. The employees of the ofﬁce were reportedly told of their
imminent closure in late March.
“Nobody told us anything.
(…) They need to be more transparent,” Khan said of the administration’s treatment of the oﬃce.
The Financial Wellness Department
“We help
is under
with student
the supervision
retention.
of Alex
(...) We bring
Pokormoney
into the
nowski,
Assistant
university by
Dean of helping students
Students
stay here.”
and Director of
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Student
Students’
Zach Keo (right) paints flag pole stands with fellow Jonstone-Fulton Hall residents Michael Kelsh (center) and Grace Zeller (left) during the BIG
Financial
Wellness
Rights
Event on Saturday morning.
Center Employee
and Responsibilities. According to Pokornowski,
“the participation and usage of
the department was low,” and
in a time of diﬃcult decisionmaking, the school felt keeping
the oﬃce open was an unjustiﬁable expense.
Khan and sweveral student
employees of the center (who
choose to remain anonymous)
disagree with this reasoning.
“They are basing it on the
wrong data,” said Khan, referring to the fact that the administration has been focused solely
on the number of students coming in for one-on-one consultations.
Khan explains the center is
focused on a three-pronged approach when it comes to the
ﬁnancial wellness of students.
While one is peer-to-peer consultation, the oﬃce also focuses on
outreach and educational presentations.
“We are based on education,
that part is going to be missing,”
Khan said.
Nick Nelson / Dakota Student
According to one student emStudents gather after registering for the Big Event on Saturday, April 29, 2017.
ployee, in the last semester, the
center has given multiple presentations to athletics programs and
graduate students.
The student employees of
the center also stress that in their
opinion, the school is making a
ﬁnancial misstep in closing the
oﬃce without looking into other
avenues.
“We help with student retention. (…) We bring money into
the university by helping students stay here,” said one employee.
Another claimed she has met
with many students who were
ready to drop out of school because of their poor personal ﬁnance skills before coming into

continues on page 2
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(From right to left) Shiny Mahlum, Adam Remde, Paige Hanson and Bradley Engels pain flag poles as part of their Big Event service on Saturday,
April 29, 2017.

2 | News

THEDAKOTASTUDENT
EDITORIAL

Weather Report May 2 to May 6

Editor-in-chief

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

Friday

Saturday

Matt Eidson
stewart.eidson@und.edu

62 / 41
Mostly Cloudy

61 / 42
Thunderstorm

61 / 45
Partly Cloudy

74 / 47
Sunny

75 / 52
Sunny

News Editor

Diane Newberry
diane.newberry@und.edu

Opinion Editor

Emily Gibbens
emily.r.gibbens@und.edu

Features Editor

Shelby Johnson
shelby.marie.johnson
@und.edu

Sports Editor

Allyson Bento
allysonmarie.bento
@und.edu

Photo Editor

Nick Nelson
nicholasgnelson@gmail.
com

Graphic Designer

Vitoria Faccin
vitoria.faccin@und.edu
UND students line up to register for the Big Event outside the Wellness Center on Saturday, April 29, 2017.

1 | BIG Event
according to advisor
Kristi Okerlund, up from
750 during last years
event.
Responsibilities
for volunteers were generally cleaning and maintenance, such as cleaning
gutters and windows, or
raking yards. Along with
elderly citizens’ private

residents, students were
also assigned to churches, parks, and non-profit
areas like The Salvation
Army and the Myra Museum, part of the Grand
Forks Historical Society.
According to the Grand
Forks Herald, over 120
job sites were selected for
volunteers.
Volunteers could sign
up as groups, such as the

Forensic Science Club
and Greek life housing,
or could work individually.
The BIG Event was
first created by Texas
A&M University in 1982,
and was picked up by
UND in 2005. The Event
is run by The BIG Event
Committee, which works
year-round to plan for
each annual event. Sub-

Nick Nelson / Dakota Student

committees, according to
their page on UND’s website, include Promotions,
Sponsorship and Volunteer Projects. The committee’s goal is to “ensure
that volunteers have a
fun and fulfilling experience while building and
sustaining positive relationships between the
University
community
and the Greater Grand

Nick Nelson / Dakota Student
UND Financial Wellness was recently announced to cease operations and close on May 31, 2017.

1 | Financial
the center for help.
Khan also points out
that, as a relatively new
program, the center had
signiﬁcant start-up costs
associated with it and in
closing the oﬃce now, “the
university is just wasting
that money.”
“We were willing to
cut our budget 50 percent.

We were willing to run this
program on a bare minimum,” Khan said.
He also stated the center has received money
from donors before to go
toward ﬁnancial education, but that “the Dean
of Students told (him) not
to apply” for future donations.
For the student employees of the center, the
closure is not upsetting just
because of the loss of their

Forks community.”
The BIG Event committee can be reached
via email at und.thebigevent@email.und.edu.

Connor Johnson is a staff writer for
The Dakota Student.
He can be reached at
connor.johnson@und.edu

jobs, but also because they
believe they oﬀer an invaluable service to students
in need. “From all of us: if
you want to lay oﬀ our ofﬁce, do it, but you need an
alternative,” one employee
said about their “very, very
unique service.”
The employees had a
meeting on April 24 with
Student Body President
Cole Bachmeier about the
possibilities of continuing
some of the services oﬀered
by the center elsewhere.
Bachmeier said that they
showed him “a side of the
story the numbers couldn’t
tell,” and that “the number
one thing (he) got from the
students is (that they were)
selﬂess.”
He stated he has been in
contact with the Vice President at One-Stop and Student Financial Aid and that
“it sounds like One-Stop
should be able to handle
the large bulk of these conversations” and retain “the
human interaction piece.”
Pokornowski says that
he believes the redistribution of some of these services “provides an opportunity for utilization and
streamlining of services.”
The employees of the center maintain, however, that
One-Stop and Financial
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Aid “won’t have the personnel to do (the one-onone meetings).” They are
afraid of the student body
is losing a vital service,
and are also personally offended by the suddenness
of their closure and the
administration’s apparent
lack of interest in exploring
other options.
As one employee put
it, “With UND, it’s ‘ready,
shoot, aim’, not ‘ready,
aim, shoot.”

Diane Newberry is a staff writer for
The Dakota Student.
She can be reached at
diane.newberry@und.edu
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Trump in office
Liz Kacher
The Dakota Student
Nearly six months
ago,
Donald
Trump
was elected as the 45th
President of the United
States and he promised
to the American people
that he would “Make
America Great Again.”
The first 100 days of his
presidency proved that
he fully intends to keep
the promise that got him
elected to office.
“I truly believe that
the first 100 days of my
Administration has been
just about the most successful in our country’s
history,” Trump said
in his weekly address,
released Friday, a day
ahead of the milestone.
“In just fourteen weeks,
my administration has
brought profound change
to Washington.”
President Trump, I
agree with you. Promises made became promises that were kept
during these first 100
days. Despite what the
mainstream media says,
President Trump made a
number of monumental
achievements and has
done his best on several
of his campaign promises. As a grade for Trump’s
first 100 days, I would
give him a “B”. The paragraphs that follow detail
a few of the reasons why
I consider the first 100
days a success.
In the past 100 days,
our
Commander-inChief has started to deliver on his promise to
the forgotten men and
women of America to
“drain the swamp” that
favors special interests
and those in power.
Trump signed an executive order to prohibit political appointees from

lobbying the government
for five years after serving in his administration,
and also to ban outgoing
officials from representing foreign governments
The appointment and
now confirmation of
Justice Gorsuch is something I consider to be one
of President Trump’s major wins. He fulfilled his
promise to appoint a conservative judge to SCOTUS. Gorsuch filled the
seat of the late Antonin
Scalia, who passed away
in 2016.
After a year of an empty seat in the Supreme
Court, Senate Majority
Leader Mitch McConnell
went nuclear and ensured Gorsuch’s appointment after resistance
from Senate Democrats.
I couldn’t be more proud
of President Trump and
this huge win.
In a nod to Gorsuch,
Trump said in his weekly address on Friday, “A
truly great judge, Neil
Gorsuch, now sits on the
United States Supreme
Court. Justice Gorsuch
is deeply devoted to our
Constitution. My administration is the first in the
modern political era to
confirm a new Supreme
Court Justice in the first
100 days – the last time it
happened was 136 years
ago in 1881.”
Commander in Chief
Trump has exhibited
strength and courage
as he starts to restore
America’s standing in
the world. By making investments in the military
and taking swift action
in Syria and Afghanistan, President Trump
has helped enhance the
safety and security of
America.
I couldn’t be more
proud
of
President

First 100 Days

After 100 day in office, writer Liz Kacher gives President Trump a solid B.

Trump’s decision to take
action in Syria.
When Syrian President Bashaar Assad used
chemical weapons to
carry out an attack on his
own people, resulting in
more than 100 deaths. A
response was necessary.
President Trump recognized the tragedy and
showed that the chemical attack Assad so cruelly ordered on his own
people would not go unanswered.
“Assad choked out
the lives of helpless men,
women and children,”
Trump said in remarks
from Mar-a-Lago, Florida
on Apr. 7. “It is in this vital national security interest of the United States
to prevent and deter the
spread and use of deadly
chemical weapons.”
Another
win
for
President Trump was
following through on
his promise to withdraw

from the Trans-Pacific
Partnership.
He officially cancelled a pending 12-country free trade
agreement that former
Presidents Bush and
Obama believed would
help the U.S. compete
with China.
President Trump also
promised to require that
two regulations be eliminated for each new one
imposed, and he delivered. He signed an executive order requiring
agencies to identify two
existing regulations for
every new one imposed.
Trump said he would
lift restrictions on mining coal and drilling for
oil and natural gas, and
he has done so. He has
unraveled
numerous
Obama-era restrictions,
and he has initiated a review of the Clean Power
Plan, which was intended to restrict greenhouse
gas emissions at coal-

fired power plants.
The reason I graded
the first 100 days a ‘B’
rather than an ‘A’ is due
to my disappointment
in the failure to repeal
and replace Obamacare,
a central promise of
Trump’s campaign. However, it’s not entirely his
fault. Healthcare continues to be a battle for
President Trump and the
GOP, and unfortunately
it cannot be added to
President Trump’s list of
accomplishments.
However, the battle
is not over. Although
Trump and Ryan were
unsuccessful in swaying their GOP counterparts to support a healthcare alternative back in
March, the Commander
in Chief and Speaker of
the House continue to
find a viable solution to
the failing Obamacare.
Ryan is confident that an
alternative to Obamacare

Illustrated by Vitoria Faccin

will come despite the
failure back in March.
President
Trump
has had a difficult time
getting his legislation
passed by Congress,
minimizing his ability
to follow through on every campaign promise
he made during the election. However, I applaud
his ability to persevere
despite Democrat opposition and the mainstream
media’s perpetuation of
fake news.
These first 100 days
with Donald Trump as
the 45th President of
the United States have
showed us that we
haven’t seen anything
yet. I look forward to seeing what else President
Trump will do to “Make
America Great Again.”
Liz Kacher is a staff writer for The
Dakota Student. She can be reached at
mary.kacher@und.edu

Big media attacks N.D. politician
Dave Owen
The Dakota Student
As someone who
reads multiple papers, it’s
interesting to note when
a particular individual or
group is targeted by the
news. Usually, it’s someone of great national importance, a figure who
leans to the other side of
the political spectrum of
the paper and promoted
a policy which will have
substantial impact on the
reader base.
As an example, The
New York Times frequently
covered
the
NoDAPL movement and
portrayed our law enforcement in a mostly
negative light. This is a
result of their opposition

to the construction of a
pipeline, which would
lead to greater fossil fuel
consumption.
On the other hand,
sometimes articles that
can only be categorized
as “bizarre” happen, and
it is today that we are going to talk about such an
article.
The article entitled
“North Dakota official
faces recall threat for
refugee claims,” ran by
The Washington Times,
a conservative counter
paper to The Washington Post, is an oddity for
quite a few reasons. First,
as a paper that leans conservative, it’s unusual to
see them attacking their
own. Typically conservative papers don’t go after
Republicans, preferring

to throw soft-balls and
campy articles to bolster
support, just as liberal
papers do the same.
Second, the article
appears to be targeting
a group that on the national scheme of things

To a North Dakotan this
might sound like a sizeable population, but to
the Washington Times,
a paper which covers a
metro area of nine million residents, that number is laughable.

about 8.6 percent of the
vote, they were doing so
in regards to a greater
cultural
conversation
and invoked Donald
Trump in addition to
questioning whether or
not Facebook arguments

“I look forward to seeing North Dakota politicians in future
articles from national media outlets based on irrelevant issues
because apparently someone in D.C. decided it was a great idea
to attack a state and politicians that don’t have the resources to
fight back.”
Dave Owen
really doesn’t matter. We
all know North Dakota
is a red-state with redstate policies, and this
particular commissioner
serves a constituency of
at most 30,000 people.

Furthermore, the article makes no attempt to
tie the actions of North
Dakota to a larger political battle, or use them
as an example as the archetypal red-state under
President Trump, so we
are left wondering why.
If you polled the readership of The Washington
Times, I am willing to bet
less than 10 percent of its
reader base has ever been
within 4 hours of North
Dakota, so without such
a tie-in the article seems
pointless at best, a hit
piece on an obscure politician at worst.
At least when The
Washington Post ran an
article on Nick Bata, a
libertarian who received

should be considered
when discussing a candidate.
Now that I’ve talked about what the article doesn’t do, let’s talk
about what it does. The
article begins by bashing
the official over a potential recall election and his
history of making false
claims about numbers in
an attempt to target his
credibility. After finishing its attacks, it goes on
to state the fear of recall
is legitimate, and then it
does a direct pivot.
The article, after establishing that the community against him is
large and pervasive, then
appears to argue that
he faces no threat as the

polls show overwhelming support in favor of
Dave Piepkorn.
In short, what starts
out as an apparent attack
piece on Piepkorn, ends
essentially by saying we
don’t know what’s going to happen, we don’t
know what the numbers
are, stayed tuned as we
follow this case.
I look forward to seeing North Dakota politicians in future articles
from national media outlets based on irrelevant
issues because apparently someone in D.C. decided it was a great idea
to attack a state and politicians that don’t have
the resources to fight
back. The Times should
be ashamed of itself, not
only for attacking its
own political party, but
running an attack piece
on a small town (comparatively) politician before
the verdict is in. A word
to the wise, Washington
Times, you would do best
covering issues your constituency cares about, not
those of a city politician
1,300 miles away who
has literally no relevance
to your reader base.
Dave Owen is a staff writer for The
Dakota Student. He can be reached at
dowen123455@yahoo.com
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Be the Match
Ben Godfrey
The Dakota Student
Last week, students
had the opportunity to
join the "Be the Match"
registry and potentially
provide a bone marrow transplant to one of
the thousands of people
in need. Hosted by the
Medical Laboratory Science Club and the Undergraduate
Medical
Association, a Bone Marrow Swab Drive was held
on Monday April 24 and
Wednesday the 26.
There is an extensive
list of leukemia and sickle cell anemia patients
in the United States who
are in need of a bone
marrow transplant in order to survive. However,
most of them don’t have
fully matched donors
in their family. "Be the
Match" is an organization that works to create
a registry of potential
donors in the hopes compatible bone marrow and
tissue types can be found
for all those people on
the waiting list.
For the purposes of
this event, people ages
18-44 who wish to donate just had to sign
up and participate in a
cheek swab test. The test
results all get sent in to
"Be the Match" and are
added to the registry.
“Most people don’t
get matched, or it’s ten
or fifteen years later
that they get a call,”
Vice President of the
MLS Club, Danielle Germundson, said.
It takes a very specific match to complete a
successful bone marrow
transplant, which contributes to the length of
the waiting list for those
in need. Lucky patients
find a match within their
family, but many people
search for years for an
eligible donor.
If a donor receives
a call back, they will go
to their local hospital to
take a blood test, just to
be absolutely sure that
the donor and patient
are matched. From there,
doctors will conduct one
of two processes. Peripheral blood stem cell donation involves collecting stem cells from the
donor’s blood and transferring them over to the
patient. Marrow dona-

Saving lives

tion is a more complicated process in which bone
marrow is surgically extracted from the donor’s
hip bone.
Germundson
explained that around 50
people signed up for the
drive. 30 percent of donors have to undergo an
invasive surgery while
the remaining 70 percent
are given a substance.
The process of bone marrow donation is a much
longer and more personal process than blood donation, so this has been a
great turnout.
“It’s
more
than
donting blood because
it changes people’s lives
and it can add many
years to their lifespan,”
Germundson said.
Members of the "Be
the Match" registry make
a commitment to the
possibility that one day a
match will be found and
they will be called in to
donate. For that reason,
less people may be inclined to sign up compared to doing a blood
donation, but one student described it as being a more fulfilling action.
This was the first year
that the MLS Club have
conducted a bone marrow drive. 50 participants is pretty good for
the first time. Germundson and the MLS Club
hope to do it again next
year and maybe make the
drive an annual event.
You could be a match.
The waiting list for bone
marrow donation has
thousands of people in
need of help. Leukemia
patients and those with
other diseases die every
year; deaths that could
be prevented by a marrow transplant. The only
cost to a test taker is time.
It doesn’t hurt to take
the test, and somewhere
down the road you
could be someone’s hero.
Hopefully, Be the Match
and the MLS Club will
put on a drive next year
and for years to come,
and how the UND community could help save
lives.

Ben Godfrey is a staff writer for The
Dakota Student. He can be reached
at benjamin.godfrey@und.edu
Nick Nelson / Dakota Student
UND students Shanalee Mountain (top) and Jacy O'Keefe (bottom) and medical lab science
education specialist Paul Samson (middle) participate in the bone marrow volunteer drive on
Wednesday, April 26, 2017 at the new Medical School.
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Major of the week
Jacob Notermann
The Dakota Student
You’re going the University of North Dakota?
Are you going into aviation? Stereotypically speaking, the answer is probably
“yes.”
I don’t blame anyone for
thinking that. We have one
of the best aviation schools
in the country. Heck, even
our billboards (that’s right.
Our marketing plan involves billboards) feature
only the UND ﬂame logo
and one of our planes.
The fact of the matter
is our school oﬀers an assortment of successful programs that do a lot of great
things with little to no spotlight in return. The purpose
of the Major of the Week series was to ﬁnd these humble programs and learn a
little bit about what they do

and why students take the
paths they take. Here’s an
excerpt from the very ﬁrst
major of the week:
“Students of every personality and background
can ﬁnd something they can
enjoy. Simply going through
the UND website can show
all of the options a student
has. There, one can ﬁnd the
run-of-the-mill majors like
marketing, communications
and whatnot. Then, there
are those majors where one
can only wonder what it is,
why it’s an option, or what
the purpose of that degree
is.”
This year, the series has
covered 13 majors, some
of them with bigger names
like nursing and petroleum
engineering. Then there are
the lesser-known majors like
information systems, Norwegian and communication
sciences and disorders. All

are ﬁlled with motivated
students who make their
mark on the community before graduation.
Sometimes, programs
don’t get as much recognition from their own school as
they do from other regions
of the country. UND’s ﬁsheries and wildlife program
consistently makes noise at
their annual national conferences. The philosophy and
religion program is associated with one of the most
notable UND alumnus: The
Zen master, Phil Jackson.
Meanwhile, there are
majors attempting to feed
students into booming
ﬁelds where the job markets
are begging for students
to take $70,000 entry-level
positions. Students with an
information systems major
are practicing with the latest software in a newly-renovated, high-tech classroom

Year in Review

hidden on the third ﬂoor
of Gamble Hall. This room
has televisions for wallpaper and free software for
students to download onto
their own laptops.
Some programs at UND
are unique in their own
ﬁelds. The dietetics program
pushes students into practicing their trades while pursuing their undergraduate
degree. At most other universities, dietetics students
can’t even get an internship
until after their undergrad is
complete. This gives UND
students the advantage in
the personnel-hungry job
market.
As most of the student
body is aware, the university is going through a “remodeling” phase where
many programs are changing how they do business.
Communication moved to
a whole new building and

gained department status
earlier this year. They had
their yearly awards ceremony on Friday where they
presented scholarships from
19 diﬀerent categories.
Speaking of remodeling,
many majors in the O’Kelly
building have been taking advantage of their new
classrooms and technology. The history major was
able to experiment with a
whole new teaching style,
and they’ve been receiving positive feedback for it.
This year, the program is
conducting more studentrun class settings where the
instructors are more referees
than instructors.
Part of the series’ purpose was to wipe away any
stereotypes associated with
certain majors. Philosophy
and religion students don’t
spend all day talking about
our Lord and Savior, Jesus

Christ, dietetics students
aren’t the “food police” and
the information systems
students aren’t a bunch of
geeks who spend all day
coding. Okay, maybe that
last one is actually true, but
the point still stands.
While things may look
gloomy at UND and the
only things focused on are
the things lost, it’s easy to
forget all of the amazing
things this school does and
will continue to do down
the road. It may not appear
this way to everyone, but
UND persists on being “exceptional.” Be sure to thank
the lesser-known majors for
that.

Jacob Notermann is a staff writer
for the Dakota Student. He can be
reached at
jacob.notermann@und.edu

Grandma Butterwicks
Jordan Hermes
The Dakota Student
Grandma Butterwicks
is one of Grand Forks’
original
restaurants,
independent and homeowned by Terry and Ruth
Jensen. It is an old school
diner with cheap prices
and is located oﬀ South
Washington Street across
from Wendy’s.
When you walk into
Grandma
Butterwicks,
you will feel like you
stepped into a time
machine that has traveled
to the early 50’s. Even the

people inside seem to
be stuck in a time warp,
making the time machine
theory even more realistic
during your visit.
If you’re into that sort
of vintage diner thing,
you will love this place.
Nothing has changed
since it opened, or so it
seems.
The diner is seatyourself, so if you want
to eat here during the
after-church rush, keep
that in mind. Especially
because there are not
many options for seating
since the restaurant is
prett y small.

There are ﬁve bar
stools at the front counter;
otherwise the rest of
the place only consists
of about ten booths and
the kitchen. I try to get
a booth in the front by
the large windows facing
Washington Street.
Their
hours
of
operation are 7:00 a.m. –
4:00 p.m. on weekdays,
and 8:00 a.m. – 3:00
p.m. on Saturdays and
Sundays.
Grandma Butterwicks
is thought to be a
breakfast place because
of their hours, but they
serve regular food items

Restaurant Review
as well. Their most
popular item is actually
the Reuben sandwich,
and it has been for many
years.
I overheard the man
behind me ordering; the

waitress asked him if
he would like his usual
order. He said “yes,” and
they joked about how
long he has ordered that
Reuben sandwich and
how it will never change.
On the contrary, I
ordered breakfast when
I went to Grandma
Butterwicks. I got a
skillet breakfast. All of
the ingredients included
sounded
perfect.
Hashbrowns topped with
cheese, onions, ham,
bacon, peppers and two
eggs.
My
mouth
was
watering and I was
starving by the time my
food got to our table. My
ﬁrst couple bites were
amazing until I pulled a
long hair out of my mouth
from inside the skillet.
Since I was already
disappointed with our
service, I didn’t mention
the hair. I just took a
mental note as the cherry
on top of reasons why I
probably won’t go back

there. Our server seemed
stressed and crabby;
she did not want to be
serving us just as much
as we didn’t want her to
be our waitress.
After we sat down,
we sat without service
or drinks for at least 10
minutes, and then it took
probably twice as long to
get a reﬁll. I had to grab
our silverware and some
condiments from another
table. We could also hear
most of the yelling and
drama from the kitchen
as we had our meal.
I was really excited to
try this place out since
it is old and original,
and the prices are great
especially for college
students. But I have to say,
I was prett y disappointed
with the overall service
and cleanliness of the
joint.
Jordan Hermes is a staff writer for
The Dakota Student. She can be
reached at jordan.hermes@ndus.edu

Classiﬁeds
Help wanted: Personal
Assistant needed to organize
and help. Basic computer
skills needed good with
organization. Willing to pay
$300 per week interested
person should contact Adrain
Paul at: adrain.paul@aol.com
Delivery Driver paying $17
to $21 DOE for May through
October. Hours vary with a
ﬂexible schedule. Call Jarod to
apply at 218-791-9636
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Swinging for scholarships

Frank White hosts sixth annual golf tournament in his hometown

Allyson Bento
Dakota Student
After looking forward
to it all year, a wide range
of golfers gathered at
the beautiful Walhalla
Country Club for the sixth
annual Frank White Golf
Tournament on July 8.
This annual tournament
is put together by Frank
White, a native to Walhalla
N.D. and a sought after
professor in the University
of
North
Dakota’s
sociology department.
The tournament guest
stars
former
athletes
from the UND athletics
department and every
year attracts a sellout
crowd. This year’s special
guests included UND
men’s hockey program
alumni
Andy
Kollar,
Andy Schneider, Karl
Goehring, Jeff Panzer,
Robbie Bina, Jake Brandt
and Zane McIntyre, UND
men’s Basketball alumni
Steve Brekke and Mike
Mathison
and
UND
women’s hockey alumna
Shelby
Amsley-Benzie.
This marked the first year
that the tournament was
able to feature a female
athlete.
In the early hours of the
sunrise, participants piled
into the clubhouse to peek
at what the tournament
prizes had in store. White
has been able to present
great prizes donated by
generous donors such
as autographed jerseys,
helmets and other sports
equipment from current
and former UND studentathletes, golf equipment
and beautiful woodwork
furniture.
As golfers began to tee
off, the level of excitement
rose even higher, the event
had officially begun and
for some this was their
first experience at what
this tournament was all
about.
“I haven’t ever done a
golf scramble,” Amsley-

Russ Huns / Russ Hons Photography
Special guests of the Frank White Golf Tournament pose with the tournament trophies on July 8, 2017 at the Walhalla (N.D.) Golf Course.

Benzie said. “Our group is
really fun so we’re having
a good time, and the
weather is beautiful so you
can’t beat that.”
Nothing
but
blue
skies made for a perfect
day for golf, drinks and
good times which when

the course that day.
“The good people, first
and foremost I just enjoy
being around here and
seeing the Sioux faithful,“
McIntyre, who recently
inked a two-year twoway deal with the Boston
Bruins, said.

was the host himself,
Frank “Koko” White.
“My favorite part
about the tournament
is being able to see the
former
students
and
student athletes come
back that were students
of Frank and the kind

tournament that supports
a really good cause,
which is scholarships for
students.”
Former student Andy
Kollar, who has been
coming ever since the
tournament started, credit
shis appearance at the

“My favorite part about the tournament is being able to see
the former students and student athletes come back that were
students of Frank and the kind of respect they have for him.”
Steve Brekke - Associate AD, Development/ UND Basketball Alumni
asked what makes this
tournament easy to come
back to, seemed to be the
common answer with all
the returning golfers on

If it wasn’t the people
and the environment
that brought the people
together on course the glue
that held them all together

of respect they have for
him,” Brekke said. “They
are willing to give up a
Saturday and come up
to Walhalla and golf in a

tournament to giving back
to all White has done for
him.
“I absolutely loved
him when I was going

Russ Huns / Russ Hons Photography
Former UND goalie and current Boston Bruins team member Zane McIntyre holds a golf club during a raffle at the Frank White Golf Tournament in Walhalla,
N.D. on July 8, 2017.

to school,” Kollar, who
played on the ’99-’00 UND
National Championship
team, said. “He’s such
a great guy he’s so
passionate.”
Karl Goehring added:
“I really enjoyed Frank as
a teacher, he does a whole
lot for so many people so
to help him out and help
his cause is a great deal.”
Not to leave out the
beautiful location and the
people, “The town absorbs
everybody and they ‘re so
giving and so friendly,”
Kollar said.
In the six years of
hosting the tournament,
White has been able
to establish endowed
academic scholarships at
Mayville State University,
Lake Region Community
College and the University
of North Dakota.
Thanks
to
the
generosity of all the
donors and participants,
White raised over $12,000
for the endowment.
As
this
year’s
tournament came to a
close, many attendees left
with new memorabilia and
prizes, but the coveted first
place trophy was awarded
to the team lead by former
UND goaltending coach,
Karl Goerhing.
With the tournament
come and gone, White
is now working on next
year’s
plans
already.
Those who are interested
in signing up to be a part
of the special event can
contact him at frank.
white@email.und.edu.
Donations
to
the
Frank White Endowment
scholarship here on UND’s
campus can be made all
year round by contacting
Steve Brekke at steveb@
UNDfoundation.org
or
online at UNDalumni.org/
givenow.

Allyson Bento is the sports editor for
Dakota Student.
She can be reached at
allysonmarie.bento@und.edu
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Schedule

|

M Track & Field
NDSU Tuneup

W Track & Field
NDSU Tuneup

5/5 TBA - Fargo, N.D.

5/5 TBA - Fargo, N.D.

W Softball
vs. Southern Utah

W Softball
vs. Southern Utah

5/5 @ 5:30 p.m.

5/5 @ 3:00 p.m.

W Track & Field
Ron Masanz Classic

5/6 TBA - Moorhead, Minn.

M Track & Field
Ron Masanz Classic

5/6 TBA - Moorhead, Minn.

Sports Q & A

ft. UND pitcher Kaylin VanDomelen

Junior pitcher Kaylin VanDomelen earned her ﬁfth Big Sky Conference Pitcher of the Week honor on Monday, April 17, 2017.

DS: What do you enjoy
more, batting or pitching?

Thomas McCullough
Dakota Student

Kaylin VanDomelen is
amidst the best year of her
University of North Dakota
playing career. A softball
pitcher and outﬁelder,
VanDomelen leads the team
in both batting average (.311)
and pitching earned run
average (1.86). Additionally,
she has hit seven home runs
while batting in 24 runs.
VanDomelen is a redshirt
junior from Banks, Ore., a
small town near the Paciﬁc
coast. This week the Dakota
Student met with her to
discuss her success on the
ﬁeld, and her interests oﬀ.
DS: Growing up in Oregon,
how did you get recruited
by UND?
KV: Our travel softball
team used to play in
Colorado, and while there
I was approached by Eric
Oakley, who at that time
was the head softball coach
for UND. Now he is a coach
for Kent State, though.
DS: How did you get
started in softball?
KV: I started T-Ball
when I was ﬁve years old,
and have been playing
softball ever since. When I
was seven I started pitching.
My dad played baseball,
and my grandpa played
semi-professional baseball,
so baseball and softball are
in the family.

KV: That’s a hard
question. I didn’t pitch
consistently until my senior
year of high school. I played
center ﬁeld a lot growing up.
When I got recruited it was
really important for me to be
able to hit in college. Even
though I like to pitch, hitting
is also important to me
and was never something I
wanted to give up in college.
DS: When you’re not
pitching for UND, do you
usually play center ﬁeld?
KV: Actually, it’s usually
right ﬁeld. But I haven’t
played much outﬁeld this
year just because I’ve been
pitching a lot.
DS: In addition to playing
for a traveling team, did
you play high school
softball?
KS: Yes, I played for
my high school in Oregon
as well. The traveling team
exclusively traveled to
California and Colorado,
and played two home
tournaments in Oregon. All
of our other tournaments
were in those two other
states so I was gone all
summer. Our high school
team was also successful.
Even though it was a school
of about 370 kids, we would
consistently beat the other
teams in our division, most
of which had over 1200 kids.
They were not happy about
that. We won the 4A state
tournament when I was a
junior and again as a senior.
As a freshman I received the
4A player of the year award,
and as a senior received

the pitcher of year award. I
also played volleyball and
basketball, and for those
we were always in the top 8
tournament.
DS: This year at UND
you’ve already amassed
multiple Big Sky pitcher of
the week awards. Do those
accolades add unwanted
pressure, or motivate you to
continue to succeed?
KV: A little bit of both.
Sometimes when you get
something like that, you’re
like “oh okay, interesting...”
but as a player you always
want to get better. It hasn’t
been as much pressure

though, because I just want
our team to win. I don’t care
how I do as long as the team
succeeds.
DS: Last Wednesday, the
weather in Grand Forks
hovered around 30 degrees
and accumulated about
four inches of snow. On
days like this, are home
games able to go on?
KV: If it’s warm enough
it depends on what the
umpires say. Sometimes
we even play in the snow.
It depends on the visibility.
When it rains and the ﬁeld
is unplayable the games
get postponed or cancelled.

Dakota Student/ Daniel Yun

Growing up in Oregon we
would get rain delays that
lasted for nine hours. If we
had a home game today I
don’t think we would play
because of the snow and
wind.
DS: Does the weather
have an eﬀect on your
performance?
KV: The only time it gets
tricky is when my hands
get cold and I try to spin the
ball while pitching. That’s
how I throw curveballs,
screwballs, changeups, etc.

DS: Do you have any
superstitions?

KV: My mom is really
superstitious, so that’s
where I get a little bit of it
from. I try not be, because
once you get one it’s hard
to let go of it. I recently
developed a new one the
weekend we won the series
against Sacramento State.
I drank out of the
same coﬀee cup both days,
but I forgot the coﬀee cup
when we went to Northern
Colorado and that time we
didn’t do so hot.

continues on page 8

